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ABSTRACT 



This paper discusses classroom life in formal adult 
education, specifically rhetoric concerning the idea of the adult learners' 
own interest as a driving force for learning. Its two objectives are to 
describe social interaction as related to this andragogical ideal and the 
conditions for learning and to raise some methodological standpoints in the 
ethnographic approach aimed at studying learning from the learners ' 
perspective. It begins with a short description of the Swedish context in 
adult education, highlighting Sweden's long tradition in municipal adult 
education, folk high schools, and study circles. Then, the case study is 
introduced. After that, a scene from the classroom is described the meeting 
between the adult participants and the teacher. Some biographical pieces as 
related to learning are then shown. Fragments are collected from interviews 
with two women and narrate motives for studying and conceptions of the 
educational event as well as self-image. In summarizing the study's line of 
reasoning, the paper concludes that androgogical ideals or pedagogical 
thinking putting the participant at the center of attention with a large 
locus of control in formal learning are not problematic in themselves. But 
the problem is that educational institutions assume these ideals at the 
rhetorical level, not taking into consideration practical consequences such 
as placing the burden of structuring course content on the student while 
retaining the power of student evaluation. (Contains 46 references and 63 
footnotes.) (YLB) 
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What did you learn in school today... ?” 



Everyday patterns of classroom interaction in adult education 

-who learns what? 



Main issue 

In this paper we want to discuss classroom life in formal adult education, specifically the 



conditions for learning. Another issue to raise is some methodological standpoints in the 



poses the question; Who leams what? 

We begin with a short description of the Swedish context in adult education. Then we 
introduce the case study. After that we describe a scene from the classroom, the meeting 
between the adult participants and the teacher. Finally we show some biographical pieces as 
related to learning. 

Introduction 

In Sweden we have a long tradition in municipal adult education, folkhighschools and 
studycircles. In 1997 the Swedish government started the Adult Education Initiative (AEI, in 
Swedish ’Kunskapslyftet’) thus increasing the number of adult learners in these institutions by 
about 100 000 full time adult learners. The aim was to reduce unemployment and to upgrade 
the level in education of the Swedish labour force. Further, the goal was to generate 
experience and knowledge to make groundwork for a reform of adult education in Sweden. 
The target group of the AEI is unemployed adults lacking upper secondary qualifications, 
mainly those over 25 years of age. Since it was launched the AEI has been characterized by 
great variety. Education has been formed based on each municipality’s interpretation of stated 
national and political goals. Even the target group has changed through the course of the 
project. Initially the AEI attracted those already prone to participate in higher level of 
education, and efforts were made to recruite others within the target group whose prior 
interest of adult education had been weak. The AEI, initially a project aimed at decreasing the 
rate of unemployment, became the sought for source of knowledge in developing a better 
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rhetorics concerning the idea of the adult learners’ own interest as a driving force for learning. 
The main issue is to describe social interaction as related to this andragogical 1 ideal and the 



ethnographic 2 approach aimed at studying learning from the learners’ perspective. The result 
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